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A Comparative Study on Characters and Effects of the On—Line Social Network
in Korea & Japan
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This study is an attempt to provide some answers to question about how characteristics
and general recognition regarding internet use in Korea and Japan influence fostering and
maintaining on—line social network in each of countries. Survey is used to compare
Korean internet users and Japanese internet users in terms of characteristics of on—line
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social network, individual's propensity for internet use, including their recognition on
internet. The study's main findings go as follows. First, Korean internet users tend to
be more active in using internet than Japanese internet users do, thus having larger
on—line social network and more intensive internet use than Japanese internet users do.
However, there is a commonality that majority of internet users in both countries use
internet to connect them to person with whom they have private relationship but they
cannot meet frequently. Second, for Korean internet users, individual's propensity,
characteristics, and recognition regarding internet use is not related to how to contact
others. To the contrary, for Japanese internet users, how to contact others in on—line
setting seems to vary according to whether or not they have relation—oriented internet use
and how they recognize the availability of internet. Third, a commonality regarding the
size of on—line social network is found between Korea and Japan that the total numbers
of people enrolled as network increases if people use internet in order to get information.
This confirms previous finding that relationship based on weak tie is instrumental in
fostering on—line social relations and likely produces advantage in getting information.
Finally, for Japanese internet users, the degree of risk recognized in on—line setting,
that is the degree of interpersonal trust, appears to greatly influence overall relationship
—building in on—line.

Key words : internet, on—line network, social relation, internet user
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