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A Study on the Maternity Protection in Korean Companies :
Focusing on the Adoption and Decoupling of Practices
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This study examines the factors affecting Korean firms' adoption of matemnity
protection practices. From a neo—institutional perspective, we argue that firms adopt
institutionally legitimized practices mainly for their legitimacy concern rather than
technical efficiency. Analysis of data from Establishment panel survey reveals that firms
which belong to public sector, has received foreign investment, bench—mark leading
firms, or have HR department are more actively adopting maternity protection practices
and are showing lower level of decoupling between model and reality. These results imply
that legitimacy concern matters among Korean firms in terms of adopting maternity
protection practices. We propose that it is important for government agencies to take
institutional factors into account when they try to promote maternity protection policy
among firms in dealing with the problems of low fertility and gender equity.
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