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Death Acceptance and Religion in the Case of Koreans
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This paper analyzes the relationship between death acceptance and religion using a
national data set of 1,000 respondents. Death acceptance conceptually contrasts with death
anxiety, but is recently preferred by death researchers due to its relatively neutral
connotations. This research looks into the relationship between death acceptance and
religion as most previous research thereon has been unable to suggest some definitive
conclusion, using the LOWESS technique, path analysis, etc.. According to the result,
the religious, women and the older are more death—accepting than the irreligious, men,
and the younger respectively. Education forms a complex and curvy—linear relationship

with death acceptance; at the level of graduate education and higher, the respondents get
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more death—accepting. By religion, Protestants turn out more death—accepting than

Buddhists. Should this kind of research continue, the results may be applicable to

determine optimal ways to approach the population with extreme attitudes towards death.
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