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Response Rate and Community Context:

Comparison of U.S. Census and the General Social Survey
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How much do people living in different communities vary in their survey responses?
A few studies have examined the effect of the social environment on survey response.
Making generalizations from these studies by looking at the effect of social environment
on survey response is complicated due to differences in survey dimensions, including
incentives, survey mode, types of response rates, and geographic levels. Using the
2000 Census Final Response Rates(CFRR) and the 2002 General Social Survey Response
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Rates(GSSRR) linked with the 2000 Census in the United States, we attempt to
understand how community characteristics associated with survey cooperation vary
between data sets. We found that people living in poor area are less likely to cooperate
with the Census but more likely to cooperate with GSS, while people living in an area
with more minors under 18 is more likely to cooperate with both Census and the GSS.

By using two data sources with contrasting survey dimensions within the United
States, our findings have implications for survey field operations and hopefully will
invigorate studies about response rates in a Korean context.
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