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The Effect of Patriarchal Family on Female Delinquency:
Alternative Measures for the Variables from Power—Control Theory
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perspective of power—control theory, employing various measures for testing the
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This paper examines the effect of patriarchal family on female delinquency from the
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theory. Extending power—control theory, this study measures the concept of
'patriarchal anomie' which implies the situation where girls' progressive views on
gender role are in conflict with parents' patriarchal values. In addition, the mediating
effects of the delinquent associations and the parental supervision are investigated.
The results generally show that a series of variables on patriarchal family have
statistically significant effects on female delinquency. Specifically, the variables for
patriarchal family measured in terms of parents' occupation and education level
significantly decrease female delinquency. This study also finds that girls with
patriarchal attitudes are less likely to be delinquent. However, girls with progressive
views on gender role living with patriarchal parents are more likely to be delinquent.
This study finds that the deterrent effects of patriarchal family as well as the
facilitating effect of patriarchal anomie are mediated by delinquent association. And it
reports that the wvariable of patriarchal family measured by parents' occupation
decreases female delinquency through parental supervision.

Key words: patriarchal family, female delinquency, power—control theory, patriarchal
anomie.
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