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Koreans' Views of Life and Death: Results from National Representative Sample Survey
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The purpose of this study is to measure Koreans' views on the life and death and
to illuminate the structural relationship between their subscales. The subscales are
composed of afterlife views, death anxiety, death concern, will of suicide inhibition.
Data drawn from Korean General Social Survey(KGSS) collected in 2009 were
analyzed. The findings show that favorable attitude towards afterlife has positive
relationship with favorable attitude towards returning to this life. The favorable
attitude towards returning to the present life has positive relationship with death
anxiety while it has negative relationship with will of suicide inhibition. The
favorable attitude towards afterlife has positive relationship with death concermn and
will of suicide inhibition. Social support and happiness have negative impact on death
concern while they are positively associated with will of suicide inhibition. These
findings indicate that all subscales of views on life and death are significantly related
to themselves and are also correlated with socio—demographic factors, which means
that we have to comprehensively look inside the views on the life and death in order
to understand the increasing suicide among Koreans. Further studies need approaching
Koreans' views on the life and death by using more validated tools to capture their
holistics picture.

key words: views of life and death, death, suicide, afterlife views, death anxiety, death
concern, will of suicide inhibition
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108 Z=AA

(B 3 gt=le| AMztol et mAHEA (EkQl: &, %)
siMIs|HA
uj]-$- Hi] o7k Hij oz A o 24 A
A A 1597 27.18 27.99 36.07 8.77 100
o o] A 26.18 27.62 35.83 10.37 100
° = ] 28.26 28.39 36.33 7.03 100
N=1,597, chi®(3)=5.826, sig.=0.120
18~344 20.38 30.36 43.31 5.94 100
ol 35~494 27.11 28.23 37.00 7.66 100
v 50~644 34.71 24.84 28.98 11.46 100
654 oA 32.40 26.82 25.14 15.64 100
N=1,591, chi%®(9)=53.203, sig.=0.000
B 16.37 23.43 47.36 12.85 100
AL 45.67 22.57 23.88 7.87 100
E RS 28.48 29.80 34.44 7.28 100
21 gl 22.87 33.54 36.89 6.71 100
7] & 16.67 25.00 25.00 33.33 100
N=1,597, chi®(12)=134.481, sig.=0.000
LHAIX S
ujl-$- Hi] o7} Wit OBzt A ol & A A
A A 1,595 18.75 32.73 33.17 15.36 100
o] A 14.73 30.43 35.39 19.44 100
A d o A 23.08 35.20 30.77 10.95 100
N=1,595, chi?(3)=38.803, sig.=0.000
18~344 15.29 36.52 36.31 11.89 100
35~494 16.48 31.84 36.32 15.36 100
o 50~644 25.48 31.53 24.84 18.15 100
654 oA 24.02 27.93 27.93 20.11 100
N=1,589, chi®(9)=37.795, sig.=0.000
N 15.62 32.49 42.07 9.82 100
7jAlan 11.81 12.86 33.60 41.73 100
. Az 18.54 29.80 33.77 17.88 100
& 231 gl 24.46 44.95 27.52 3.06 100
7] € 33.33 41.67 25.00 0.00 100
N=1,595, chi%®(12)=364.512, sig.=0.000
ZgE0t
ufj-$- v o7k ] oB7F 24 - 24 A
RIE] 1,596 20.61 35.28 27.44 16.67 100
o] Al 20.41 36.35 26.81 16.43 100
Al oA 20.83 34.11 28.13 16.93 100
N=1,596, chi®(3)=0.911, sig.=0.823
18~344 11.73 25.16 37.95 25.16 100
35~494 18.82 37.00 26.95 17.22 100
A o 50~644 29.62 44.27 18.15 7.96 100
654 oAt 35.00 40.56 18.33 6.11 100
N=1,590, chi®*(9)=153.308, sig.=0.000




(& P (AL
E5=¢
of-§- s OFZt uteh ot 2 nf- 2+ Gl
= 3l 22.47 36.62 25.51 15.40 100
ZRAlal 23.62 35.96 25.46 14.96 100
= I 17.88 34.44 29.14 18.54 100
o T S 17.99 34.60 29.27 18.14 100
7] E} 41.67 16.67 33.33 8.33 100
N=1,596, chi*(12)=14.116, sig.=0.293
SSHE
nf- bl OFZt wteh ozt 2Hd mf- 2+ Gl
A 1,594 22.46 25.09 41.78 10.66 100
o A 19.23 23.70 44.26 12.82 100
= A 25.95 26.60 39.11 8.34 100
N=1,594, chi*(3)=19.315, sig.=0.000
18~34A| 29.64 25.59 38.59 6.18 100
35~494) 22.52 27.32 41.85 8.31 100
Sl 50~644 16.29 24.92 43.45 15.34 100
654 o4t 13.33 16.11 47.78 22.78 100
N=1,588, chi®*(9)=75.895, sig.=0.000
B il 21.97 26.77 39.90 11.36 100
AT 21.78 21.00 45.14 12.07 100
o AL 23.33 24.00 41.33 11.33 100
o F3u 9l 23.21 26.87 40.92 9.01 100
7] € 8.33 16.67 50.00 25.00 100
N=1,594, chi®(12)=12.262, sig.=0.425
Rt 2l %|
uf-§- s OFZt Htch ot 2 nf- 2+ %l
A A 1,595 2.76 5.52 20.94 70.78 100
o A 2.17 4.95 21.98 70.89 100
A E A 3.39 6.13 19.82 70.66 100
N=1,595, chi®(3)=4.025, sig.=0.259
18~34A| 2.55 6.60 23.19 67.66 100
35~494) 2.08 5.75 19.81 72.36 100
A9 50~644 2.88 5.43 24.92 66.77 100
654 ol4F 5.00 1.67 12.78 80.56 100
N=1,589, chi*(9)=24.007, sig.=0.004
& il 3.504 5.30 19.95 71.21 100
ZHALL 1.84 3.15 19.16 75.85 100
. AR 1.32 8.61 22.52 67.55 100
o T Gl 3.21 6.41 21.98 68.40 100
7] €} 0.00 0.00 33.33 66.67 100
N=1,595, chi*(12)=16.440, sig.=0.172
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Srelol ApdiEtol CHet AEX RAF A7 111
CE 4 SMEIHY0 dE2 nIXls 22 &9 EX|AE 3HEN
RS
D31 282 23 D34
23l Alg | B2 A Alg | 222t 2A AS | EEeAH 23 Alg | LA
g4 A -0.139 | (.10) |-0.166 | (.10) |-0.163 (.10) [-0.161 (.10)
o -0.008 | (.00) |-0.010"| (.00) |-0.010" | (.00) [-0.010" | (.00)
= 0.653*"| (.12) | 0.657""| (.12) | 0.661""| (.12)
7R Al 3 -0.760""| (.13) |-0.746""| (.13) [-0.757""| (.13)
AFu -0.162 | (.17) |-0.145 (.17) |-0.129 (.17)
P -0.086 (.05) |-0.092 | (.05)
AF3] A 27| -0.006 | (.04)
7] & -0.133 | (.11) |-0.136 | (.12) |-0.121 (.12) |-0.114 | (.12)
Afreds [ -0.006 | (.02) | 0.014 | (.02) | 0.015 | (.02) | 0.016 | (.02)
7145 (log) | -0.023 | (.05) | -0.014 | (.06) [-0.001 (.06) | 0.002 | (.06)
(36/\§§UW_) -0.379"| (.16) |-0.466""| (.17) [-0.481""| (.17) |-0.482""| (.17)
(36/\\%_?;0}’}}) -0.050 | (.11) |-0.155 | (.11) |-0.167 (.11) |-0.169 (.11)
/cutl -1.747 | (.40) |-1.674 | (.40) |-1.906 (.43) |-1.913 (.44)
/cut2 -0.550 | (.39) |-0.407 | (.40) |-0.636 (.42) |-0.640 | (.44)
/cut3 1.582 | (.40) 1.797 | (.41) | 1.569 (.43) | 1.573 (.44)
Log-Likelihood -1,986.38 -1,936.15 -1,934.87 -1,930.14
-2LL Chi? 17.010" 117.465™ 120.015* 122.024*
N 1,543 1,543 1,543 1,541
Pseudo R? 0.004 0.029 0.030 0.031
D p<0.01, * p<0.05
2 Ba, B1, 718, 2249 EAYD 22 old, TUYUS/VIEEL, AB/0E/EA/ME, RAY



112 Z=APHET

B 5 WMXIgEo g2 nlXls 22 &9 EX|AE 3|HEN
LMK &
=k D82 3 D384
2R Ae | B2LA 2 Alg | 2 23 Al |EEeat 23l Alg | EEeat
oA -0.558"| (.10) |[-0.396°"| (.10) | -0.401**| (.10) | -0.409""| (.10)
S 0.001 (.00) [-0.005 (.00) | -0.005 (.00) | -0.004 (.00)
&5 1 0.726""| (.12) 0.722"| (.12) 0.719*"| (.12
ThAI 3 2.018™| (.14) 2.002*| (.14) 1.994*| (.14
HFEN 0.777*"| (.17) 0.755""| (.17) 0.770*"| (.17)
P 0.111* | (.05) 0.104 (.05)
A2 =% 0.032 | (.04)
7] = -0.111 (.11) |-0.061 (.12) | -0.082 (.12) | -0.068 (.12
A 0.050"| (.02) | 0.026 (.02) 0.025 (.02) 0.026 (.02)
7MHaE(log) [-0.004 | (.06) [-0.020 .06) | -0.036 | (.06) | -0.035 | (.06)
=L
(36/\;‘_} b -0.092 | (.17) |-0.067 17) 1 -0.049 | (17) | -0.064 | (.17
22
(36/\]‘;} oA -0.140 | (.11) [-0.056 (.11) | -0.039 (.11) | -0.059 (.11)
/cutl -1.273 | (.40) [-1.235 (.40) | -0.935 (.43) | -0.842 (.44)
/cut2 0.279 (.40) | 0.437 (.40) 0.739 (.43) 0.836 (.44)
/cut3 1.965 | (.40) | 2.380 (.40) 2.688 (.43) 2.787 (.45)
Log-Likelihood -2,030.27 -1,912.10 -1,910.02 -1,906.83
-2LL Chi® 48.760"" 285.107*" 289.251™" 288.553""
N 1,541 1,541 1,541 1,539
Pseudo R? 0.012 0.069 0.070 0.070
D) p<0.0L, * p<0.05
2) 4, 31, 71&, 2R EAPES 424 oY, SUUSEEL, AE/OE/EA/ME, RAY
LD R, U, 3k G A WA B A e

oAFth, A, ogo] WAL & AN B
713 Qi Abe] A 3ol
A WAAEY) 1 A ek, A

2 Aw R oledt 2Jol7t FreA =,

Tt Sl Abel

VRS

’

.

H|
Fd&

A




747} exp(1.99)=7.34, exp(0.77)=2.16, exp(0.72)=2.05% FHH}. YH7H2 AL3] 4
AE AR & Aol s WAAEE S STHIRARE, A4 BA7E BAE &
ol 1 &t Alebsitt.
off vl WA#1gde] % A

gAjo] a9 oeli]s}x]\ﬂ ﬂow Wﬂ%t &34
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vlEold Hes SEeet AEE7F o] e d) =l
2009). 2004 AE g=AY AL Bol & BuAlAt T 3AMES Ue
36.8% 33 oM, ohdeh= Akl 40.2% Aths AR BEF o] 22 diAS s (E
=75 2004).
g, (R H9} <R HHoll vehd A WAl el mAs 9 5T vketd),
:

PV

o

£
= o
o M e
Mo Jfu K

AN AR S ZA2A7] 3 WAAFE S S7HAITR= Aol a4lolnt, o] A
PR UM A o) Al weEjella S AxEE Fitoleta I Fs] wolAntk o
=19 AFA 7R #s) 1 SRS AT et vk S ilwrt s-Evetel
FYE o FuE A FUAR -7 F71 9] Lofl= ofds] AF fu Y
AR YA o] ol Qlth= Zloltt, ofejsh uiAlde FraelA 2] 23] g 5
o, ARbell gk AAXAR] o] o4 FFAPEA F2 o] AIAE B FAY E
AL vHgel] whel A=) Ago] JFEATE vk 94 52 F50] o] AldIke] wo]
obd A&l Aes BolFE A3 duieditt. ARd oz oY Furt el
FYUHAA feuete] B4 YA da) HEEA o S YAl 3t EXE)
dolutF5 Kol glvka & ¢ vk, whebA] e Fae] w7t @A A I vl
A WEatA Este] AL QS E Eetal fElvete] AEA WA
SHEWEA & T WM E F UAde] Az 25 glo] FAle] WolEo A1 Jlvh=
S AT, 919 @A AA 2 AR B 7ol o] Addol v A 7 U
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114 =APHAT

(E 6 ZSEA0 SES 0x= 22 =9 ZX|AE FHEY
En=l
231 232 233 234
2R AR | F2eA 23 A | EZ2eA 23 Ag |FEeA 23 e |#20%
o 4 -0.036 | (.10) | -0.046 | (.10) | -0.046 | (.10) | -0.052 | (.10)
o9 -0.036""| (.00) | -0.036°°| (.00) | -0.036"| (.00) | -0.036™ (.00)
=3 0.046 | (.12) | 0.047 | (.12) | 0.042 | (.12)
AL -0.270 | (.12) | -0.265 | (.12) | -0.264 | (.12)
Az 0.068 | (17) | 0.074 | (17 | 0.082 | (.17)
LA -0.032 | (.05) | -0.035 | (.05)
AL ESIPARY 0.014 | (.04)
7 & -0.022 | (.11 | -0.022 | (.11) | -0.018 | (.11) | -0.017 | (.11)
A Fugds 0.026 | (.02) | 0.030 | (.02) | 0.030 | (.02) | 0.030 | (.02)
7bt2:5(log) 0.036 | (.05) | 0.036 | (.05) | 0.041 | (.05) | 0.040 | (.05)
Z2(36417F vy | -0.346" | (.17) | -0.358 | (.17) | -0.364 | (.17) | -0.375 | (.17)
TE(3647 o) | -0.020 | (.11) | -0.038 | (.11) | -0.042 | (.11) | -0.051 | (.11)
/cutl -2.540 | (.39) | -2.579 | (.40) | -2.665 | (.42) | -2.631 | (.43)
/cut2 -0.825 | (.39) | -0.858 | (.39) | -0.943 | (.42) | -0.908 | (.43)
/cut3 0.653 | (.39) | 0.624 | (.39) | 0.539 | (.42) | 0.574 | (.43)
Log-Likelihood |  -1,994.34 -1,990.69 -1,990.50 -1,989.04
-2LL Chi? 164.344™ 171.648% 172.015™ 168.651"
N 1,542 1,542 1,542 1,540
Pseudo R’ 0.040 0.041 0.041 0.041
1) p<0.01, * p<0.05
2 94, 1, 718, 2ELHY EARYR 27 oy, SURS/VESL, A/og/aA/MmE, FAY
A, e RPoA Aol S7HErs Seusts Aadt. 24, /Al s
< FUE/71E el vl v S5Eeks Bl d¥o] mobdaE Foske]
Hashe A2 Folzdel wet &2 Aelste =3t dia Azshs St solv 244
Aorw ol tiet =840 Sk o e 4= At @, JiAlw Al
A4 Fomde] Wiket, ole /MAlwe el vgow AWrkssith. =, Jial
W AR AlA] BiE A s, ARG WAl GACKE)S 2= e
W, 183 555 AR e Aol Fojshs o w B wert F5E



& oA 9B FE AOR HAETHEZIF 2009 Ak 1996). 5 Aol e
Wgo] BUSS FSRAL of3E L H5 P YRE a9 2ol
GEDE P, 4%, B, B2} AB1E BV FLelEd] A 9FE 1
ofZth A, FLUoIEE PHERT oY E Alo]dA] Eor] Aol FoldFE Z
Fhteh, o] ol FSelrt Y A1 CE HyolA] el o4t VA e
Ao ke sk} e Weeld Mn shsstt, ol ool A uls) Fg ohs)
(# 7 HSEHz S 0lxl= 22 &9 EX|AE 3HEY
ESE0E
23] 252 233 2384
23 Ao | B2 24 AlG | BELAH 23 Al | BELAH 2A AlG | BELA
TA -0.361"*| (.10) |-0.354"| (.10) |-0.354""| (.10) [-0.335"| (.10)
Sk 0.022**| (.00) | 0.022**| (.00) | 0.022**| (.00) | 0.021"| (.00)
2 -0.176 | (.12) |-0.170 | (.12) |-0.153 | (.12)
7| A1 2 0.154 | (.12) | 0.186 | (.12) | 0.189 | (.12)
A 0.029 | (.17) | 0.058 | (.17) | 0.078 | (.17)
P -0.173%| (.05) |-0.173"*| (.05)
AFS] A A A -0.089" | (.04)
715 -0.199 | (.12) |-0.198 | (.12) |-0.170 | (.12) [-0.190 | (.12)
Ausds [-0.009 | (.02) |-0.014 | (.02) |-0.012 | (.02) |-0.011 | (.02)
7}t4E(log) |-0.088 | (.05) |-0.089 | (.05) |-0.068 | (.05) [-0.060 | (.05)
23641z [ 0.308 | (17) | 0.326 | (.17) | 0.300 | (.17) | 0.347" | (.17)
236417014 [-0.027 | (.11) |-0.008 | (.11) |-0.031 | (.11) | 0.015 | (.11)
/cutl -1.246 | (.39 |-1.278 | (.39) |-1.757 | (.42) |-1.975 | (.43)
/cut2 -0.057 | (.39 |-0.086 | (.39) |-0.557 | (.42) |-0.771 | (.43)
/cut3 2.259 | (40) | 2.239 | (.40) | 1.776 | (42) | 1.566 | (.43)
Log-Likelihood -1,936.68 -1,933.79 -1,928.71 -1,924.23
-2LL Chi® 86.391" 92.167* 102.331" 105.024*
N 1,540 1,540 1,540 1,538
Pseudo R? 0.022 0.023 0.026 0.027

D) #x p<0.01, * p<0.05

2 24, i, 71E, 2R4HY EAFEE 244 oY, SUNRSES, AE/oE/EA/ME, A,



116 Z=APHAT

W7kshe A 397 8 8o ARk AFAAS B 4%l § gehths 2e
oot ol el sk wAe] ol4el wsh ek WA AFHoleh A
S ol 457 2008). BA, BBAo] oA, AeA WAt R
55 Zeol Ry ol 4GS walth, sjgle] FWoRRE AEH 442 Wi
YU LA5E Zeol Ol @ AZshs 20% 8 B 5 Yk, Fowelrg
FiL el frolnle B EASA ok
(B & UM FHE DIXIS 29 AY ZRIAE SASH
KAt AR Qx|
=] 282 233 2384
23 A | 22 23 A | 2R 23 A | 2o 23 AS | 22
A -0.036 | (.12) | -0.022 | (.12) |-0.018 | (.12) |-0.026 | (.12)
A 0.012%| (.00) 0.012°| (.00) | 0.014*| (.01) | 0.014*"| (.01)
=231 0.036 | (.14) | 0.026 | (.15) | 0.018 | (.15)
7 Ala 0.297°| (.15) | 0.211 | (.15) | 0.218 | (.15)
AE -0.169 | (.19) |-0.259 | (.20) |-0.277 | (.20)
PEE 0.430°*| (.07) | 0.435""| (.07)
AFS| A A A 0.025 | (.05)
7% 0.240 | (.13) 0.240 | (.13) | 0.176 | (.14) | 0.173 | (.14)
Atueds 0.028 | (.02) 0.026 | (.02) | 0.022 | (.02) | 0.021 | (.02)
7HtaE(log) 0.066 | (.06) 0.064 | (.06) | 0.013 | (.06) | 0.009 | (.06)
ZL2(36A]7FwD | -0.050 | (.20) | -0.041 | (.20) | 0.024 | (.20) | 0.015 | (.20)
L2(36A]7t014) | -0.069 | (.13) | -0.058 | (.13) |-0.006 | (.13) |[-0.014 | (.13)
/cutl -2.260 | (.48) | -2.229 | (.48) |-1.094 | (.52) |-1.039 | (.53)
/cut2 -1.136 | (.47) | -1.104 | (.47) | 0.039 | (.51) | 0.094 | (.52)
/cut3 0.430 | (.46) 0.467 | (.46) 1.644 | (.51 | 1.697 | (.52)
Log-Likelihood -1,256.91 -1,253.81 -1,231.74 -1,229.17
-2LL Chi® 18.449" 24.642" 68.786"" 70.120*"
N 1,541 1,541 1,541 1,539
Pseudo R? 0.007 0.010 0.027 0.028
D s p<0.01, * p<0.05
2 B4, 1, 715, 224 EANES 22 old, SUNUS/VIEEL, AR/0EMA/ME, RHY
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