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Identifying Latent Profiles in Vocational Preparation Behaviors of Vocational Highschool
Students and Testing Its Relationship with Vocational Education
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The purpose of this study is to identify latent profiles in vocational preparation
behaviors of vocational highschool students and to test its relationship with
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vocational education and individual backgrounds on determining latent profiles. To
accomplish the research purposes, latent profile analysis was conducted with the
High School Graduates Occupational Mobility Survey(HSGOMS) panel data.
Results showed that there were two types of latent profiles in vocational
preparation behaviors: 'passively —exploring group‘ and 'actively —exploring group'.
It was also found that students who actively attended vocational lectures and/or
experienced career counseling showed a higher tendency to belong to the actively
exploring group. However, students who were given vocational information from
school showed a higher probability to belong to the passively—exploring group.
The findings of this study can be utilized as preliminary materials for guiding
career preparation of adolescents especially for vocational highschool students.

Key words: vocational highschool, vocational preparation behavior, vocational
education, latent profile analysis
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