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Measuring the Accuracy of Presidential Polls:
A Time Series Approach
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Many pre—election polls were reported during the 18th presidential campaign
period of South Korea. As polling houses have used various strategies for poll,
there have been occasional controversies about the poll results. Considering this
aspect, we in this paper evaluate the accuracy of presidential polls ex post. In
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this article, we use the presidential poll data surveyed during the campaign
period and thus discover the underlying true levels of support of the candidates.
A traditional approach shows the limitation that the poll in a certain period is
compared with the actual election support. We propose the common stochastic
trend estimation as a time series approach to overcome this limitation. We
estimate the unobserved true support value of population and calculate the polling
error for each house over the campaign period.
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