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While people with higher education are more likely to vote in most western
societies, they are less likely to vote in Korea. To explain this puzzle, this
paper introduces new concept of “distrust of the public promise.” With this
new concept, this paper contends that in Korea where public promises are so
easily broken, those with higher education are more skeptical of the
politicians. Based on the various post—election surveys, this paper shows that
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leads the more educated people to abstain in
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proposed a more comprehensive model to explain
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non—voters in Korea. This paper explains increasing Korean non—voters in

the election. By adding rational factors of the voters to the conventional
terms of rational choice perspective.
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