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A Way of Measuring Political Leaders' Image:
In Case of College Students
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This paper examines political leaders' image based on the concepts of social
identity and distance. These concepts come from the two ideas: (1) Individuals
create events to confirm the sentiments that they have about themselves and
others in the current situation. (2) During this process structured sets of beliefs
(social identity) about attributes of various entities are formed. Statistical
analysis of the data from college students in Seoul offers three main findings.
First, attributes clustered into four major groups—sociability, responsibility,
power and activity, Sociability concemns as sense of approval or disapproval that
can elaborated into closeness and intimacy. Responsibility relates to the
judgement of morality, public obligation, or other standards. Power refers to
social power, physical magnitude and so on. Activity indexes an entity's
spontaneity, which can be elaborate into judgements of agency, speed and so
on. Second, respondents evaluate negatively political leaders at the dimensions
of sociability, responsibility, and activity. They are positively evaluated only at
the dimension of power. Third, political leaders who are felt to be closer than
others seem to have more political support nowadays.
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