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How to Improve the Electoral Polls?:
The Case of the 2006 Local Elections
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This paper examined the electoral polling methodologies such as sampling
method, sampling frame and the classification of the don't—know responses.
Quota sampling method seemed to be one of the major factors for the declining
trust in the poll results. We suggested that new procedures for random sampling
as well as the bad number screening procedures for RDD selection of phone
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numbers need to be developed. Also we reviewed how the KBS used the polls
in defining voters' agenda and in communicating the public agenda to the
candidates.

In Korea, rates for the polls were based mainly on the number of interviews
completed. It seemed to keep the polling companies from trying new and more
time—demanding polling methods. Also various utilization of the polls are
limited by the tendency to keep the questionnaire short.

Key words: election polling, survey sampling, manifesto
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