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An Overview of Exit Polls for the 2006 Local Elections
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This article attempts to provide an overview of the exit polls for the 2006
local elections in Korea. The sampling method, sampling error, non—response
rate, and prediction error of the exit polls are reviewed. Also, we explore the
fact that the propensity to vote varies according to age and gender of voters. In
terms of age and gender, the representativeness of the sample is investigated
by comparing to the data released by the National Election Commission.
Through this empirical research, we show that the exit poll samples are
unbalanced in terms of age and this unbalance may be one of the causes of bias
occurred in the prediction of the 2006 local election results. The design effects
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of the sample design implemented for the exit polls are also examined.

Key words: 2006 local elections, vote predictions, exit poll, voting place
sampling
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