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This study begins with the argument that previous researches
examining election poll news coverage in Korea were limited in the
issue of accuracy to predict the voting results. For better
understanding the problems in the news coverage of the election
polls and specifying the solutions, the authors ask the pollsters and
the press to pay more attention to the role as a mediator between
the candidates and the voters. The author searched some clues as
a remedy of the problems in journalism from the interviews with
pollsters and television news producers.

To summarize the interviews, not many pollsters and journalists
think that news coverage of election polls should play a roll of
political mediator aside from the prediction tool of elections. They
do not consider news coverage of election polls as a political agent.
They do not attempt to analyze the result of the election polls in
terms of the voters' reaction to what the candidate promises to the
public. They do not try to provide the candidates some ideas for the
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better election promises by analyzing the polls. This study found
some clues to explain why either pollsters or journalists do not pay
enough attention to political rolls of election polls beyond the roll to
accurately predict the result of the elections. Finally, this research
discuss ways to improve the quality of news coverage of election
polls.

Key words: public opinion, opinion, news coverage, election poll,
political communication
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