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Mentor network plays an important role in women'’s career and
success at workplace. Although there have been many policy
suggestions on promoting women’'s mentoring network, few research
has been done to study the factors that affect the structure and
formation of mentoring network. This study analyzes factors that
shape the characteristics of female manager’s mentoring networks,
using a national representative panel data of 2,500 female managers
in Korea. The key findings of this research are as follows. Exclusive
organizational culture has negative influence on forming and
maintaining mentor networks. Informal gatherings and after-work
meetings allow female managers to form and maintain diverse types
of mentor relationships. Mentoring programs implemented by
numerous organizations are found to be ineffective. Female managers
are more likely to form mentor networks with females and limit the
mentoring relationship within their direct team boundaries in an
organization with higher percentage of female bosses. The article
then suggests few further research questions in need of further
academic inquiries. The article suggests questions for future

inquiries.

Key words: mentoring, network, female manager, organization,
longitudinal study
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