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The Effects of the Elderly Voters on Conservative Political Attitudes:

Focusing on Recent Nationwide Elections
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This study analyzes how the regional aging affects the
conservative political attitudes in the recent three nationwide
elections. For this purpose, we construct a local government-level
panel data set using 2012 national assembly election, 2012
presidential election and 2014 provincial councilors election
results. First, correlation analysis shows that the more aging
regions are positively associated with the higher degree of
supporting conservative candidates. Second, a panel regression
model is proposed to identify a causal relationship between elderly
voters and conservative political attitudes. The estimation
procedure of fixed effects vector decomposition proposed by
Plumper and Troeger(2007) can obtain the coefficient estimate of
regional aging controlling for the unobserved region-specific
effects. Estimation results reveal that a 1%p increase of the elderly
population rate causes the increasing support for conservative
candidates against liberal candidates by a 2.8%p. Empirical
evidence shows that the causal effect of population aging on moving

toward more conservative is significant at local-government level.

Key words: elderly voters, conservative, fixed effects vector
decomposition
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