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Since data on voting behavior firstly were collected in the early
1990s, there has been enormous increase in the number of empirical
studies on this issue in social science, especially in political science
in Korea. After local elections were adopted to elect governors,
mayors, and local council members in 1995, furthermore, the
empirical approach became more important to understand political
attitudes and behaviors in Korean elections. However, the existing
studies tend to employ the same theoretical framework for
understanding national and local elections. Unfortunately, social
scientists in Korea have few explanations for how people differently
vote between national and local elections. Despite the same voter
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responds differently to presidential election and local election, for
instance, little is known about how local elections are different from
national elections. This study attempts to reveal the systematic
differences in voting turnout and vote choice between the national
election for national assembly and local election in Korea, focusing
on the effects of mobilization, civic duty, and their interaction.
Whether mobilization has differential impact on vote turnout between
the 2014 local election and the 2012 election for national assembly,
and how this effects varies according to the level of civility are
examined in this study. This study also verifies how the mobilization
effect is moderated by civic duty depending on the different types
of election.

The results are as follows. First, voters who are exposed to
mobilization are more likely to vote in both elections. Second, the
mobilization by candidates or political activists is most influential to
vote turnout in the local election, while the mobilization by family
members or relatives is most salient in the national election. Third,
the effect of mobilization is significantly varied by the level of civic
duty in local election, whereas it is not in the national election. No
interaction effect between mobilization and civic duty on vote
turnout is found in the 2012 election for national assembly. This
study confirms that the determinants of vote turnout in the national
election differ from the ones in the local election, thereby
emphasizing the necessity to establish the differential framework to
explain political attitudes and behaviors between different types of

elections in general.

Key words: mobilization, vote turnout, election for National
Assembly, local election, civility, civic duty
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