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Despite a growing interest in income inequality and poverty
trends in Korea, the quality of income data for empirical analyses
has not been fully scrutinized yet. The present study compared
several micro-level data sets containing household income information
and investigated their characteristics. The examination reveals that
the relative income level of low income group was reported to be
higher in the 1991/1996 National Survey of Family Income and
Expenditure and the 2005 Survey of Household Wealth than in the
Household Income and Expenditure Survey data. On the other
hand, the relative income level of low income group was lower and
that of high income group was higher in the 2000 National Survey
of Family Income and Expenditure and the Survey of Household
Finances/Survey of Household Finances and Living Conditions data
than in the Household Income and Expenditure Survey data. These
results might be attributed to the differential nonresponse rates due
to methods collecting information on income. According to the
results, collecting income information through interview seems more
promising than diary keeping method in reducing nonresponse
bias. Also, researchers should make deliberate choice of data sets
and check time-series consistency in analysing income distribution

trends.

Key words: income distribution, inequality, poverty, micro-data
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