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This study tries to address the research question of how different
people's attitudes towards abortion are depending on religion and
religious groups, one the one hand, and how the difference further
varies by different societies, on the other hand. As such, this study
was initially triggered by a critical diagnosis of the research trend
in Korea that religion studies for the last few decades tend to be
pretty much deprived of rigorous empirical analysis based on the
large-scale cross-national survey data. In an effort to mitigate this
problem, the ISSP <Religion>(2008) module survey data for 4 countries
(Korea, Japan, the U.S., and the Philippines) was analyzed to test for
a set of hypotheses that were derived from the theories and findings
concerning the relationship between religion and abortion attitudes.
Results of data analysis turned out to be mixed together, with half
and half hypotheses having confirming and disconfirming evidence,
respectively. To reiterate: as compared to those who follow a
religion, those who don't follow a religion were indeed more liberal
to abortion in all across the countries; liberal attitudes to abortion
in Korea were more prominent among the Buddhists than the

Evangelical Protestants; liberal attitudes in Korea and the U.S. were
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more prominent among the Roman Catholics than the Protestants.

Unlike the expectation, however, the hypothesis predicting that

liberal attitudes in the Philippines would be most prevalent among

the Catholics, followed by Protestants and Muslims, failed to be

supported. Furthermore, the other two hypotheses predicting that
attitudes would be salient particularly in the socio-

liberal
economically developed countries, for one thing, and among the
socio-economically active populace all over the countries, for

another, were not supported, either. Regardless of the status of

empirical support, however, findings in this study possess a lot of
theoretical and empirical implications for studies of the relation
between religion and abortion attitudes worldwide, and these were

discussed in details in the context of each society.

Key words : attitudes towards abortion, religion, religious groups,
cross-national comparison, ISSP, socio-economic

characteristics, socio-demographic characteristics
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Sk 1,421 12.120 4.230 0~22' 519 3
SIRCE 769 12.580 2614 6~22'9 -.081 3
n) =+ 1,019 13.180 3.016 0~20" 338 8
24 1,062 9.400 3.758 0~250 519 3
AFAY
Sl 1,421 452 498 0~1" 194 3
SIS 769 194 396 0~1" 1.553 3
u) =+ 1,019 067 250 0~1" 3477 3
4z 1,062 248 432 0~1" 1.171 B
47
Sl 1,421 6035 -428 0~1"? -428 3
SIRCH 769 577 -314 0~1"? -314 8
I 1,019 645 -.606 0~1"? -.606 3
=29 1,062 592 -376 0~1"? -376 3

(A<
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A%

il REMHSY  BR  BEEHM AN AR MR
TfAas "

3 1,421 3,540 2,403 0~10,149 927 S

SEE! 769 4,500 3305 34~1531° 1577 -

e 1,019 4,090 2,869 167~11,667" 77 D

SRR 1,062 234 250 1~2700°  3.540 -
LN_7Ha=

Cis 1,421 7.831 1.095 0~9.23 2977 9

dE 769 8.143 780 5.95~9.64 -490 B

o) = 1,019 7.997 905 5.12~9.36 -.863 S

2gA 1,062 5.067 886 2.42~7.90 -0356 B

=t 1,421 3.925 1.756 1~7% -.300 8
SIRCE 769 3.430 1.623 1~7% -028 )
n| =+ 1,019 4812 1.397 1~7% -1.129 3
g7 1,062 5.140 913 1~7% -.698 3
ol g A3k
Sl 1,421 2.899 951 1~59 .080 3
SRS 769 2.779 562 1~59 636 )
n) =+ 1,019 3.144 778 1~59 -256 3
=2 1,062 2952 712 1~59 -.009 8

ZF ) SEAHIS(VE E 3O TFE4 (multivariate analysis)oll Z3HE HE Al £E3 BEE
Z 4 (listwise deletion) 01&9] Al =& AIAgH
2) Cronbach's a A%,
1 = EFE; 4 = ALH,
4) 1 = B81l(n, =576, 40.5%); 2 = 71E=(n, =131, 9.2%); 3 = M xl(n, =377, 26.5%); 4 =
23 (n, =337, 23.7%).

1

5) 1 = BE1(n, =499, 64.9%); 4 = 2(n, =210, 35.1%).
6) 1 = RE:(n, =181, 17.8%); 2 = 7HE(n, =23, %5.8%); 3 = HAIW(n, =575, 56.4%).
7 2 = 71E2(n, =983, R2.6%); 3 = WA T(n, =16, 1.5%); 5 = Ol&BT(n, =63, 5.9%).

§) TYUEGIOE FLHE W9 AL Cronbach® aAlFE &8 o+ IS(Nunnally 1978).
9 0=014; 1=24.

10) ¥8 sstddl, 12=1F; 16=t(dEA)E).

1) 0=thZ=Al OFE(QF 1MEHE nh); 1=t AR Mg o4,

12) 0=m1F¢; 1=314.

13) €8¢ 74 45, U.S. dollars.

14) 1 = "5 SWHEOIA Zs; 7T =M ITuEY,

15 1=m =28 5 =M =,
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S

Al %=

v}t
=

J

S
2110L(26.5%) > BAL(23.7%) > 7FHEH(9.2%)] o= YEY B[S FFa

[e)
&

=

P & 0L(35.19) ko]

d|

(64.9%)°] W&ol Fite Al 33

o} W

E

A3 (56.4%) > 7HEH(25.8%) > FF1l(17.8%)

©
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=7} e} o
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I
B
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Nfo

Fol 744 =2m(5.140), 1 9|
o] F WAE 2£31(4.812), A HA

go 2k Ul R FAHAAM(p <001), FF

= gkl ghro] Al WA o]
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370 = (

[e)

3>l A = o} h=Hl, WA o
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2>9F <
ApAdo]

-
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ol A B aLeh =y

T
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Al

EH=0l A0IMel ZuE HF xiol:

5t

<} 2> H“teqofl cH

*%

n.s.
n.s.
n.s.
n.s.
*khk

n.s.
*kk
n.s.
**
*k%k
*khk

8.726

11.368
(p< .001)
(p< .01)

25.655

10.093
(p< .001)

(p< .001)

2.938(.816)
2.760(.882)
2.615(.874)
2.864(.882)
2.647(.807)
2.467(.836)
3.097(1.104)
2.498(1.069)
2.423(1.142)
1.343(.652)
1.156(.301)
1.714(.855)

=769
F-Z1(n,~499)

%

F-53(n=576)
7FHE¥ (n~131)
WA 2 (n=377)
E(n,=337)
E-1(n,270)
F-Z1(n~181)
7HEE(n~263)
A 1 (n=575)
7F=(n~983)
TN A 1 (n=16)
o] & &1l (n=63)

=(N=1,421

u] Z(N=1,019
A (N=1,062

1

°
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<& 3> uclefoll thst Ejz=o| OLS s|#E2MY Zap §t=, Y=, o|=, Ha|zl”

=7} st=2(N=1,421) QU= (N=769) 0|=(N=1,019) =z m(N=1,062)
=k M1) (M2) (M3) (M4)  (M5)  (M6) M7) M8 (M9  (M10) (M11) (M12)
Fa
e -178° -176°  -072 N.A. N.A. NA. -599™  -539™  -105 S37T -348 2355
b bk -3227 -3237 -200™ NA. N.A. N.A. 6747 —649™  -103 -558™ -5237 5167
2u -074 -014 077 1827 -2257 L220” N.A. N.A. N.A. N.A. NA. N.A.
Ag Q1 TEhE Wl
U - -071 -078 - 064 064 - 025 -067 - -.083 -.089"
Ay - -006™  -005" - 006" 006" - .003 .004 - -.001 -.001
FehdS - 018" 019" - .006 .006 - 075" .064™ - -.007 -.007
TA - 036 .039 - 133 133 - 075 .004 - -.062 -.059
A - -069  -072 - 087 .090 - 096 074 - -019 -013
LN_7Hras - 050" 049" - -010 -010 - .069 .098" - 023 022
R A
TuH A - - -045" - - .003 - - -245™ - - -014
olgdd gk - - .003 - - 043 - - 197 - - -071"
& 2938 26337 2708 26477 22527 2109 3.0977 12977 13957 1.714™ 1.739™ 20427
p 11368 11.588  10.105 8725 3380 2706 25.655 14.582 23274 10093  3.533 3492

(p<001) (p<.001) (p<.00l) (p<Ol) (p<Ol) (p<Ol) (p<00l) (p<.001) (p<.001) (p<.001) (p<001) (p<.001)
R*/Adj.R*  024/.021 .069/.063 073066 .011.010 .030/.021 .031/.020 .048/046 .104/.096 .188/.180 .019/.017 .026/.019 .032/.023

1) B1EZE3} A<=(unstandardized coefficients).
2) HRISHI] ZIAIS g2 <& D X,

3) 7IEEF B = BEW 4 = BEW; 0F = 251 W = oS
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