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[tem nonresponse leads to analytical difficulty. Despite its importance,
little is known about which questions are more likely to lead to item
nonresponse. Using the 2003-2010 Korean General Social Survey
(KGSS) cumulative data, we identify the questions of high nonresponse
items(those answered “Don’'t know/Refused’) and examine the
correlates of these items. Overall, the item nonresponse rate is low.
Of the 1,556 items, 1,469 items have 5% or less item nonresponse
rate, and only 19 items have more than 10% nonresponse rate
including 9 items that have more than 15% nonresponse rate. The
highest item nonresponse question is “What sport or physical
activity is the second most frequent that you take part in?"(29%).
Following that are the questions: “Which party do you think has the
best ability to take political power in the next presidential
election?”(21%), “What kind of labor union do you think is the most
desirable for the union activities in South Korea?’(16%), “How
helpful do you think the internet is for Korean society for each of
the following purposes?”(14 to 16%). Although the characteristics of
non-respondents vary for different questions, in general, old adults,
women, and respondent living in rural area are more likely to be
non-respondents. Also, we found that the unit response rate and
item nonresponse rate is not related. Our findings suggest that in
order to understand item nonresponse, we need to consider whether
the questions themselves are applicable to all respondents besides
respondents' cognitive ability or motivation. Moreover, item
nonresponse is a useful tool to evaluate data quality and to improve
questionnaire for the repeated survey data.

Key words: item nonresponse, data quality, questionnaire design
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<H 4> SFFSEO| =2 AXx QIEY, MY LSXF0| st Al S4H|(odds ratio)
AEX QIE{H =2 =%
A (=AW 65 A oA
18-24 A 0.145™" 0.711 0.335""
25-34 A 0.300" 0.556 0.3117"
18-34 A 0.014™"" - -
35-44 A 03717 0.147"" 0.539"" 0.324™"
45-54 A 0.412" 0.269"" 0.623"" 0.3977"
55-64 A 0.799 0.3317" 0.725" 0.634""
A (o1 A]) 1.693 " 1.161 1.560 " 1.823"
WHFE 0.942 0.712"" 0.910" 0.866 "
EJAE(EARA: 7] E)
AR 1.346 0.869 1.199 1.536 "
ol& 1.123 1.420 1.241 0.849
" & 0.812 0.633 1.185 1.208
4 Ht VMFAES(EANA: 1AHES)
A 2 AHE 0.892 0.510" 0.817" 0.776 "
Al 3 ARE4 0.643 0.650 0.788" 0.731"
A 4 A9 0.639 0.377" 0.728" 0.833
REAS 0.580 1.611 17217 1.672"
T304 BAH 0.907 1.071 0.936" 0.918
EAAF 0.557° 0.472" 0.912 0.827"
SHEHE(E %) 0.787 1.115 0.778" 0.694"""
SHolA = ol 0.819 0.696" 0.750"" 0.745""
HEUo| E(0] 8 %) 0.915 1.032 0.993 0.997
A7 H(EH) 1.104 0.584 0.811" 0.614"""
A A (1) 1.217 0.678" 1.027 0.788°""
HHFHA(FEAM: ol = gl02)
oY o]} &7 1.324 0.964 0.968 1.050
o] 23} s}A 1.170 1.447 1.114 1.142
ZAFA = (FA WL 2003 )
2004 - - 0.412"" -
2005 I - - 0.791° 1.457"
2006 - - 0.292"" 1.221
2007 9 - - 0.406""" 0.846
2008 - - 0.372"" 0.877
2009 I - - 0.584"" 1.433"
_cons 5.124" 17.054 """ 19177 2.7227
N 1,088 1,396 10,023 8,746
bic 1308.365 931.514 7735.282 6635.310
aic 1188.554 810.963 7518.903 6430.096
r2_p 0.131 0.420 0.090 0.155

= % p0.05, ** p<0.01, #+* p<0.001
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