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The use of private supplementary education is affected not only
by demand but also by supply of those programs. Therefore, it is
important to understand the supply side of private supplementary
education to better understand the gap in the use of private
supplementary education across demographic groups and also its
geographic variations. It would be also helpful for development of
effective education policies and their successful implementation.
For this study, we scrapped information on private tutoring institutes,
Hagwon, disclosed on the website administered by Seoul Metropolitan
Office of Education. Exploiting this unique data set which contains
exact location of entire private tutoring institutes and program
details offered by them, we examined the spatial distribution of
Hagwon and their programs in Seoul. We paid a particular attention
to the differences across administrative boundaries, characteristics
of programs, and level of school. We find that supply of private
supplementary education in Seoul is highly concentrated around a
small number of Haengjeong-dong, and that there is also a
substantial variation in the supply of those programs across
Haengjeong-dong within the same administrative district. In addition, in
each administrative district there is at least a core Haengjeong-dong
which performs a dominant role as a main supplier of private
supplementary education. Furthermore, when we narrow our analytic
sample to more selective or advanced programs, the access gap
across administrative boundaries gets more pronounced. Lastly,
programs targeted for high school students are more unevenly
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distributed across administrative boundaries compared to those
targeted for middle or elementary school students. The geographical
access gap to private supplementary education, especially striking
for selective and advanced ones, calls for policy efforts to reduce
the gap In educational opportunities by providing alternative
chances for students living in areas where there are insufficient

supply of quality programs.

Key words: private supplementary education, administrative data,
spatial distribution, educational inequality, Hagwon
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