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This paper examines the issues of measuring social relationships
among the Korean elderly. In particular, it focuses on the problems
in the construction of index using multiple indicators. It also deals
with its cohort differences among Korean war generation, the postwar
generation, and baby-boom generation in that social relationships
are closely related to the characteristics of each cohort. For this
purpose, the data set of the 5th wave of Korean national longitudinal
study on aging are analyzed. The main results are as follows. First,
the number and frequency of group activities for each generation
are somewhat different depending on the type of specific social
relationship, but they are generally similar. Second, the numbers of
participating groups, the frequencies of group activities and
contacts and the patterns of relations to health satisfaction and life
satisfaction show similar results regardless of the types of scale of
variables. Third, the number of group activities and friendship contacts
are somewhat different from generation to generation. Therefore,
in order to measure the social relationships of older generations, it
is necessary to consider both their types and attributes. However,
the current index composition based on overly detailed information
about the social relationships among the elderly are somewhat
problematic. We believe that the basic research goal would be
possible with relatively simple variables while reducing the burden
of the elderly respondents.

Key words: the Korean elderly, index of social relationship, cohort,
Korean national longitudinal study on aging
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ks 1,000-3,000 ¥+ W¥k 806 33.24 1,279 45.21 460 27.14
s
(N=6,949)  3,000-5,000 ¥+l w1t 275 11.34 665  23.51 618 36.46
5,000 ¥H o]/ 167  0.89 340 12.02 542  31.98
A 369 14.86 1,162 40.80 1,124 66.23
wEEE A =} 4 0.6 17 0.60 25 1.47
(N=7,028)
H] G A 25217 2,110 8498 1,669 58.60 548  32.29
=l = 1,404 56.54 2,378 8350 1,510 88.93
solay B BT olE 34 137 82 2.8 80 471
(V=7,029) )y = 2 1,039  41.84 377  13.24 75 4.42
ALg 4 6 024 11 0.39 33 194
2. ARIX A EF X|H
<E 3> 7 FEH dAgE FodgS BT )k TuRY g
T Zpol7t A3, ATV AEsl/ A= S, AL SAE A G/AIRITA] /o] o] v A &
&, 7IEbe A% Ao Fofso] 7P =t IEEQ e A Ao Fonle
W& Aol S5 ol wolH]F Altirt 7 &gl folE sk Ao
2 YEEth 33]/3-9-3]/F3 3 =35 Holn|E Aol At old mdFE
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<E 3> Mol CHHIES FEHoE
gsnd Ml 2 M ZHoAE(%)
Ay Al 16.6
TR A5 Al 18.4
Hj o] M) & Al oh 17.4
A Al 47.9
A5 A5 Al 65.7
H o] H] 35 Al Tl 69.0
Ay Al 3.6
ATV ZsH/ A~ = A5 A 6.4
Hl o] H] 35 Al 6.1
A Al 6.0
&3] /F53 /533 A5 A 18.7
H o] H] 35 Al Tl 27.0
A Al 0.3
A5 AL A5 Al 0.7
H o] 1] & Al oh 0.6
=4 Al 0.1
/AR fo] 2] ehA) A5 Al 0.3
Hlo]u] & Al ol 0.1
A Al 1.3
7] e A5 Al 1.6
Hl o] ] & Al h 0.9
o pll05  wk p<l0l
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