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A Study on the Impact of Childbirth on Life Satisfaction
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There has been growing scholarly interest in changes of life
satisfaction after childbirth as a critical factor underlying lowest
low fertility rates. We assess whether wives and husbands experienced
declines of life satisfaction after childbirth using statistical linkage
data combining 2010 Census and 2012 Social Survey. By controlling
for a wide array of confounding variables measured in 2010, we are
able to draw stronger inferences on estimates we retrieve in this
article. Our results reveal that childbirth did not carve out any
significant differences on three dimensions of life satisfactions
except for statistically significant declines of wives of satisfaction
with their husbands. This finding suggests that wives decline of
satisfaction with their husbands would be one important factor
behind lowest low fertility rates and it is a sheer demonstration of

gendered division of labor in childbearing and childrearing.
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WEFE(vs. A5 T eh
4 dA gk mwk 0.036  (0.043) 0.055 (0.041)  0.035 (0.046)
4AA thstw 0.068  (0.047) 0.111  (0.044)" 0.049 (0.050)
sk o] 0.188  (0.085)° 0.184  (0.081)" 0.219  (0.091)
A A -0.041  (0.026)  -0.036 (0.025) -0.023 (0.028)
A A 0.000  (0.000) 0.000 (0.000)  0.000 (0.000)
2 ¢ (vs. §15) -0.041  (0.064) 0.021 (0.060)  0.181 (0.068)"
WS (vs. A5 mTh
4°dA gk xRk 0.098  (0.046)° 0.015  (0.043) 0.049  (0.049)
4 3A st 0.113  (0.045)° 0.080  (0.042)  0.096 (0.047)"
et o] 0.136  (0.068)"  0.105 (0.065)  0.272 (0.073)"™
FH 201049 Ve A A -0.004  (0.006)  -0.003 (0.006)  0.007 (0.006)
Z4F ol & 0.034  (0.037) 0.033 (0.035)  0.015 (0.039)
=4 0.001  (0.036) 0.014 (0.034)  0.043 (0.038)
F7HA E4H A E(vs. $12) 0.088  (0.046) 0.090 (0.043)°  0.076 (0.048)
7F 2012 W 7R A S (vs. 200 BF W]
200~500 ®HY 0.058  (0.044) 0.028  (0.042)  0.296 (0.047)"™
500 THYl o] A 0.135  (0.061)"  0.117 (0.058)"  0.727 (0.065)""
7 S 0.012  (0.025) 0.024  (0.024) -0.044 (0.027)
A 9 GEl(vs. A7}
A -0.003  (0.038) 0.005 (0.036) -0.035 (0.041)
A A -0.019  (0.049)  -0.086 (0.046) -0.212 (0.052)""
T4 -0.079  (0.071)  -0.027  (0.067) -0.034 (0.075)
718 8 Afr(vs. 919) 0.099  (0.046)° 0.046  (0.044) 0.147  (0.049)"
AF A(vs. FEH)
B -0.023  (0.040)  -0.007  (0.038) 0.172  (0.043)""
Aete -0.101  (0.049)° -0.008 (0.047)  0.185 (0.052)""
SAH= -0.036  (0.047) 0.002  (0.045)  0.065 (0.050)
AR IR 0.095  (0.079) 0.230 (0.075)" 0.153 (0.084)
2012 7]E Fh-(vs. SHI -0.073  (0.045) 0.039 (0.042) -0.110 (0.047)°
(

i
)

6.425  (1.171)" 3.041 1.109)" 2.165 (1.245)

Fox p0h #x p <01, wex p <001
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