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This study aims to investigate network construction mechanisms
that lead Koreans to participate in voluntary associations. By applying
a multiple regression and a multinomial logistic regression analysis
to the 2012 Korean General Social Survey data, we examine why
Koreans actively join voluntary associations. Koreans tend to regard
voluntary associations including old-boy school networks, recreational
groups, and religious groups as instrumental and emotional communities.
We found that Korean decide to participate in voluntary associations
with the expectation that those associations function as potential
networks beneficial to their economic, social, and political interest.
First, the result revealed that an individual's social network is structured
largely through their own intention, not least by desire to connect to
people in higher status. The finding is particularly meaningful as it
indicates that people actively and deliberately cultivate their social
networks and strategically embed themselves in advantageous
positions. Second, the results indicate that alumni and recreational
groups are used as a conduit for Koreans in forming their connections.
Lastly, religious groups seemed to play a peculiar role considering
the fact that the determinants of participation in religious groups are

largely different from those of alumni and recreational associations.
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Implications and contributions are discussed.

Key words: social network, community, voluntary associations, strategic
networking
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