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The purpose of this study was to examine the effects of perceived
family solidarity and age-friendly environment on the perception of
age integration, and to suggest approaches that can increase the
perception of age integration. Study participants were divided into
three groups of youth, middle-age and older adults, each group
consisting 294, 357 and 353. The data from SSK(Social Sciences Korea)
were analyzed using HLM(Hierarchical Linear Modeling) with two-
level approach to reflect the nested complexion of the data. The
results of this study are as follows. For level-1 predictor, youth group
showed higher perception of age integration with higher monthly
income, higher affectional solidarity, and more age-friendly the physical
environment was. Middle-age group showed higher perception of age
integration with lower associational solidarity, higher affectional
solidarity, and more age-friendly the physical environment was. Lastly,
older adults group showed higher perception of age integration with
lower self-rated health status, lower contact with family members
and higher functional solidarity. For level-2 predictor, middle-age group
showed higher perception of age integration when the cities have
higher percentage of older adults. This study discussed about the
importance of enhancing family relation and making age-friendly

cities to promote the perception of age integration.

Key words: family solidarity, age-friendly environment, age integration,
hierarchical linear modeling
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