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This study aims to understand the characteristics of various
measurement methods for household income that are widely used in
research and social research. To this end, this study examined the
differences between open/closed, annual/monthly income, and single/
multiple questionnaires using seven national approved statistics in
order to identify the characteristics of household income measurement.
The conclusions drawn from this are: First, the distribution of the two
measurement methods was similar when compared to the closed and
open questionnaires. Second, if the middle value of an income interval
is used as an representative value for the average of a closed
questionnaire, then household income may be overestimated than the
result of an open questionnaire. Third, irregular incomes of annual
income measurement such as private transfers and other income may
be underestimated than irregular incomes of the 12-month-aggregated
income measurement. In addition, if 12-times specific monthly income is
considered to be annual income, irregular income may be underestimated.
Finally, the mean of the total household income of the two measures
was similar with respect to the single/multiple questionnaires, but with
the single questionnaire, the response ratio of the low-income interval
was slightly lower and the response ratio of median income interval

was slightly higher compared to the multiple questionnaire.

Key words: household income, survey, survey design, questionnaire
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