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A Study on the Effects of Corporate Policy on Women’s
Employment in Korea: A Focus on the Women’s
Employment Promotion Policy and the Maternity Protection
Policy

Chan-ung Park
Fu Yuan Liu

In this study, we examined if women’s employment promotion policy and the maternity
protection policy improved women’s corporate employment quantitatively and qualitatively
in Korea. Existing studies on women’s employment tend to focus on its quantitative
growth, but not its qualitative improvement such as promotion to a managerial position. In
this study, we analyzed if two key policies at a firm level provided positive effects on
women’s employment quantitatively and qualitatively. For this, using the data of the
Korean Workplace Panel Survey(WPS) from 2005 to 2015, we examined the effects of
the women’s employment promotion policy and the maternity protection policy on the
size of female employees and that of female managers at a firm level. The findings are,
first, the level of the maternity protection policy have a positive effect on the size of
female employees, while the women’s employment promotion policy do not show
significant effects. Second, both policies do not show significant effects on the size of
female managers. These results suggest that existing policies for women’s employment at a
firm level are still limited in improving the quality of women’s employment in
corporations. We discussed a future direction for corporate policies to enhance quality of
female employment.

Key words: active labor market policies, maternity protection policies, career interruption



