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A Case Study of Participatory Deliberative Polling:
Focusing on the Participatory Surveys for Public Deliberation
on Reorganization of University Entrance System

Hyuncheol Kang
Young-Won Kim
Chansoo Lim
Jachyuk Choi

The public deliberation committee on the reorganization of university entrance system
was launched on April 27, 2018 and promoted the process of deliberation on the reform of
the university entrance system for the 2022 academic year until it announced the results of the
deliberation on August 3. The participatory survey, which was applied to this deliberation,
was designed to overcome the limitations of opinion polls that only cover superficial
opinions or attitudes from the general public, and detailed implementation procedures were
as follows. First, the participatory group, a ‘small Korea’ that represents the people, was
formed based on social scientific methods of survey statistics. Next, an integrated method
of deliberation was used to enhance the understanding of the participatory group on the
deliberation agenda. Finally, based on the knowledge acquired through study, the participatory
group was required to express their final opinions on the agenda after considering it
deeply, discussing it thoroughly through a discussion session for the reorganization of the
university entrance system on the first and second rounds of the discussion. In this paper,
we are going to explain the characteristics of the survey methods and the main findings on
‘the survey on general people’, ‘participatory group recruitment survey’, and ‘participatory
group survey’ to identify the level of support for each public deliberation agenda.

Key words: deliberative polling, participatory survey, public deliberation on reorganization
of university entrance system, representativeness, response rate



