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Factors Influencing Elderly Attitudes toward Newcomers
in Jeju

Ji-eun Han
(Migration and Social-Integration Research Center)
Seokho Kim
(Seoul National University)
Seon-hee Kong
(Jeju Research Institute)
Hyomin Park
(University of Seoul)

Changes in values for labor and consumption have also changed the type of migration.
Rather than moving to cities based on economic motivation, more and more people tend to
seek heterotopia to enjoy time in nature. In particular, Jeju became an attractive place for
these new types of immigrants, however, the issue of adaptation of Jeju settlers has been
raised continuously and more and more settlers are expressing difficulties in adaptation
each year. Prior research studies mostly dealt with migration from the perspective of
immigrants; this study discussed the attitude toward newcomers from the perspective of
indigenous people. Considering the tendency to settle in not only the city but rural areas
too, the attitude of elderly people became an issue;therefore the elderly’attitude was
measured in this study. The factors influencing the attitude toward migrants were analyzed
in four stages.: Elderly-related characteristics, Jeju-related characteristics, Covid-19 impact,
experience of direct contact. Overall relationship satisfaction, living alone, and nutritional
status have affected the attitude. The Jeju-born elderly expressed more negative feeling to
the influx of migrants. The more negatively affected by Covid-19, the more reluctant the
influx of migrants was. The more positive the impression they have through personal
contact with new settlers, the more they welcome the influx of newcomers. This study is
meaningful in that it measured the attitude of indigenous people with quantitative data and
sought ways to reduce conflicts between Jeju elderly people and new-type of immigrants to
live together in a community.

Key words: Jeju, immigrant, elderly, attitude, contact



