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A Study on the Prevalence and Characteristics of
Occupational Diseases in Korean Farmers

Jinwoo Park
(University of Suwon)
Jinheum Kim
(University of Suwon)
Kanwoo Youn
(Wonjin OEHRI)
Minji Lee
(Korean Rular Development Administration)

Agriculture in Korea is an occupational field with a relatively high risk of harming
occupational health due to reasons such as the aging agricultural population, increased use
of agricultural machinery and pesticides, and long working hours. The Korean Rural
Development Administration regularly conducts surveys of occupational diseases and
injuries among Korean farmers to determine the scale of diseases and injuries caused by
agricultural work and to identify the causes. The purpose of this study is to identify the
disease status and related factors of Korean farmers, thereby to provide basic information
to develop more systematic and scientific agricultural safety and prevention strategies, by
using the Rural Development Administration's 2022 Farmers' Occupational Disease Survey
data.

We investigated in detail the differences in prevalence rate according to the general
characteristics of the subjects, and examined factors that significantly affect prevalence rate
through logistic regression analysis. The prevalence of occupational diseases among all
farmers was estimated at 5.3%, and the prevalence was found to be higher among female
farmers than among male farmers. In addition, the prevalence rate increases with age,
farmers who do dusty work have a higher risk of disease than farmers who do not, and
farmers who do work that puts a strain on their necks have a higher risk of disease than
farmers who do not do this. The result was that this was high.
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