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Main Topics in Election Poll News

Jibum Kim
(Sungkyunkwan University)
Deok Hyun Jang
(Korea Gallup Poll Co., Ltd.)
Sori Kim
(Sungkyunkwan University)

The proliferation of election polls and the decline in response rates have led to public
distrust of election polls. To tackle these challenges, the government, political entities, and
polling organizations have tried to reform the election polling system, yet the problems
persist. While there is no legal definition of an election poll, there are exceptions where
certain polls are not considered as such. As a result, it seems difficult for the public to
clearly distinguish between election and non-election polls. Therefore, even if people
recognize the importance of election polls over non-election polls, they are unlikely to feel
a particular motivation to participate if they cannot differentiate between them. This study
indirectly assesses whether people can intuitively distinguish between election and
non-election polls by analyzing ‘election poll” news articles. The analysis revealed that
election polls, conducted frequently, include not only election-related topics but also
subjects like attitudes toward North Korea or political scandals, which may seem unrelated
to elections. Moving forward, if the National Election Poll Deliberation Committee sets
specific standards for the duration, number of questions, and content of election polls, it
could serve as a starting point for resolving the difficulties surrounding election polling and
bring positive changes to the overall polling environment.

Key words: election polls, National Election Survey Deliberation Commission (NESDC),
election news



