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Survey Quality and Representativeness in Election Polls:
A Comparative Analysis of the 21th and 22nd Legislative
Elections in South Korea

In-Kyun Kim
(Yonsei University)
Seung-Joo Lee
(Yonsei University)
Jong-Ho Im
(Yonsei University)

This study examines the challenges in current election polling practices in South Korea
and explores potential improvements. In South Korean election survey, data collection
primarily relies on quota sampling, which introduces sampling errors and distorts
representativeness. The nature of quota sampling also complicates efforts to ensure
verifiability and reproducibility, hindering improvement. Strict regulations by the National
Election Commission and limited survey budgets further constrain available methodologies,
while low response rates intensify representativeness distortions. To address these issues,
this study employs simulation analyses to compare quota sampling with the scientific
approach of probability sampling. Simulation Analysis 1 investigates how differing response
rates affect quota sampling versus probability sampling, while Simulation Analysis 2
assesses representativeness across quota sampling, probability sampling, and re-contact
probability sampling under similar response rate conditions. Additionally, survey data from
the 21st legislative election held on April 8, 2020, and the 22nd legislative election on
April 10, 2024, were analyzed with a focus on predictive accuracy and bias. Findings
indicate that quota sampling produces greater representativeness distortion than probability
sampling, that low response rates exacerbate this distortion, and that quota sampling lacks
reproducibility.

Key words: election poll, survey quality, reponse rate, the 21st and 22nd legislative
election



